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to build and maintain a scientifically credible and publicly 

accessible database of taxonomic data and information on 

the world’s biota, placing priority on the taxa of North 

America. 

The ITIS mission 



Key Components 

 Standard taxonomic reference tool  
 
 dynamic standardized database of biological names & 

related data  (500K+ scientific names and 100K+ 
common names of importance to N. America and 
beyond) 
 

 accepted scientific names in single “best” classification, 
with synonyms, and common names 
 

 multi-lingual interface - English, French, Portuguese, 
Spanish 

 
 on-line lookup, downloads 

 
 Full taxonomic coverage with regional and global 

checklists 
 
 
 

 
 



Key Components 

 Taxonomic Serial Number (TSN) - unique for each scientific 
name 

 facilitates machine to machine - the TSN is a non-
intelligent, unique and stable 

 

 Codes of Nomenclature dictate ITIS business rules 

 

 Rigorous proofing protocols and verification 

 

 Bibliographic/expert link  

    –  steward program insures scientific credibility 

 

 Working tools - Work Bench, TaxCompare, queries 

 



ITIS Taxonomic Serial Numbers are Social Security Numbers  

for Species Names  



ITIS is the Rosetta Stone 
for Species Names 

Marginaria polypodioides 

 

15 Articles 

Marginaria polypodioides 
 

With ITIS synonomy 
 

Pleopeltis polypodioides 
Polypodium polypodioides 

 

814 Articles 
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Web Services 



Online Taxonomic 

Workbench 



Major Groups Complete  

for North America 

All Vertebrates All Plants 
Many Invertebrate Groups 
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Focus Areas in 2011 

 Complete update of the Plants 

 CITES 

 Insects (many groups) 

 All Spiders of the World 

 Fungi 

 Worms  

 Mosses, Liverworts & Hornworts 
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Questions? 


